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USED OIL FILTER GENERATOR REQUIREMENTS

It is recommended that all filters be recycled. Talk to the transporter or recycling company about how
filters should be prepared and packaged for shipment. Many used oil recyclers also
6 accept filters. See the Qil Filters Manufacturing Council information on how to find
‘ ’ recycling services and filter processing equipment vendors or call 800-933-4583. Costs
depend on scrap metal and oil markets and distance to recycling companies.

If filters are not recycled, the facility will need to determine if the used oil filters are hazardous waste.
Usually the manufacturer, parts store, or other sources have information if the filters are terne or non-
terne plated. Keep characterization documentation for at least 3 years. Filters need to have as much
used oil removed as possible before disposal in a licensed landfill.

Non-terne plated filters

Non-terne plated filters are commonly used. They are exempt from the hazardous waste regulations
[R 299.9204(2)(n)] if they are:

v" Not mixed with listed hazardous wastes; and

v Gravity hot-drained to remove the oil. That means draining the filter above 60 degrees
Fahrenheit (preferably near engine operating temperature for a minimum of 12 hours to remove
the oil). Include the collected oil from the filters with your other used oil. A facility can make their
own draining station or purchase commercial units.

Handle the filters by any of the following methods:

é Puncturing the filter anti-drain back valve or the filter dome end and
hot-draining;

é Hot-draining and crushing the filter;

6 Dismantling and hot-draining the filter — it will be necessary to
determine if the filter material is hazardous waste if it is removed
from scrap metal casings; or

é Using any other equivalent hot-draining method.

é A permitis not needed if using a filter crushing device to reduce
the space used filters take in your garbage dumpster. Pour any
collected oils from the crushing in your other used oil container.

It is not necessary to have the container closed during the draining
stage. Once the filters are done being drained, then the oil container
must be closed, labeled “Used Oil,” and meet other used oll
requirements, or transfer the drained oil into another used oil container

that meets those requirements. Good drain station
example:

Terne plated filters = Posted instructions
Although not normally used in vehicles, terne plated filters may be used » Guard pole to protect
in heavy equipment. Used terne plated filters are coated with an alloy of station from forklifts
lead and tin which makes them a D008 hazardous waste. If terne plated
filters are recycled as scrap metal, they are exempt from most of the
hazardous waste regulations [R 299.9206(3)(b)]. They must be managed to protect the environment
and human health. If not recycled, the disposal options depend on the facility’s hazardous waste
generator status. Only a Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (a company that generates
less than 220 pounds of all hazardous waste) may put hazardous waste filters in the trash if the
landfill authority accepts them.
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This guidance was developed in May 2007 by the
MDEQ Environmental Science and Services and
Waste and Hazardous Materials Divisions.
Regulations are subject to change.

The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) will not
discriminate against any individual or group on the basis of race, sex,
religion, age, national origin, color, marital status, disability, or political
beliefs. Questions or concerns should be directed to the MDEQ Office of
Human Resources, PO Box 30473, Lansing, Ml 48909.
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